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Notes on BBC documentary- Real-life situations 
Professor Martin Elliot: Cardio-thoracic surgeon in 

Mohamed-

• 4 months old
• ribs do not grow but the body continues to grow
• ethics committee have approved the surgery if the parents agree to it
• the surgery has only been conducted a hand full of times
• the surgery is completed with his rib cage expanded but there are no signs of growth

in the lungs over a few months and breathing has become more difficult
• doctors say that he has reached the end of the road in terms of what can be done to

improve his health.
• doctors proposed that he be taken off life support
• parents must consider the option, they are informed that the doctors believe that he

will die soon after life support is terminated.
• Emotion of the surgeon plays a role and the parents concerns
• information can help guide decision making

Shauna-
Information from article plus the BBC documentary 

• 15 years old
• has very narrow trachea
• only one lung causing a shift in the veins to be on one side of the body, this makes the

operation very difficult.
• and has had heart attacks and several operations
• waited 4 months for her trachea and now the surgery is scheduled
• ethics committee discussed it before waiting the 4 months
• took 4 hours to remove the old trachea, they found it a miracle that she was still

breathing when they looked at it
• two weeks after the successful surgery she experienced a cardiac arrest in Leeds

hospital and died three days later.
• doctor does not regret performing the surgery because they knew from her past that

she had reached the end of conventional therapy
• if you don't try than you can make no progress
• we can learn from every operation the more you do the better findings and outcome

you get
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Ethics of Pioneering Surgery at 
Great Ormond Street Hospital 

 


























