5 things that go before Google

Everyone finds their own style to research and write; there is no correct way to do it. However, there are some common traps that everyone is vulnerable to. 
Here are some tactics to help you avoid those traps. Do them in any order you prefer, there is no correct way; but I seriously recommend you try them all. There will be some you can’t answer, and these ones you should write as a question and then go google them as your first task.
Question the Question

What do they really want from you?

· Look for key concepts, usually nouns (what’s it about) & verbs (what they want you to do)
· How can I include my own perspective to make this project more interesting?
What writing genre do I need for this? 

Do I know the rules of that genre? (e.g. essay, report, personal reflection)

· Structure
· Formal or informal language

· Technical vocabulary

Ask stasis questions

· What are the facts? How did it begin?

· Define core concepts/issues - write actual definitions.

· Is it serious? What’s at stake? Who does it affect?

· What action should be taken? If any? This is your chance to take a stance.
Brain storming

· What do I already know? (who, what, where, when, why, how)
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How do all these things connect/ draw a map.

What type of information source do I need? 
· Broad overview & background (encyclopaedia)
· Facts & statistics (internet)
· Well established theories (books)

· Latest research (journals, databases)

· Current affairs (magazines, internet)

· Alternative sources (internet)

· My opinion (reflection)

· Others opinions (surveys)  

· Expert opinions (books, journals, internet)
These steps usually precede the real research. When you’re finished you’ll know what you know, what you don’t know, and where to start searching.
