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With the school librarians putting on a whole host of activities across the College throughout the week, it was wonderful to see so many students get involved in the many competitions, talks and activities on offer. I particularly enjoyed walking around the College on the Friday, playing “Guess the Character” and talking to students about who they had dressed up as and the books they had come from. However, Friday was more than just an excuse to dress up: Friday was a chance to think about those without such easy access to books and for whom being able to read is not a given.
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Stages of the school building in Ngang Som Toch since 2014.
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Our partner school, in a very remote part of Cambodia, has now been open for 2 years and growing at an astonishing rate. Back in September they were hoping to have 250 students; by July this year however they already cater to almost 300 students. The number of government and community teachers has increased to 6 and more emphasis is now being put on training the local teachers.  Encouraging young girls to stay in education has been a real focus: a crèche is now provided so that many are able to remain in education rather than stay at home to look after their younger siblings. The opening of Ngang Som Toch Primary School has also transformed the whole community: more families have moved to the area to send their children to school which has seen more shops and small businesses set up providing increased employment and families settling more permanently. 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack]An amazing $2441.90 was raised across the whole college as part of World Book Day. This money will go directly towards helping to maintain and expand the school, provide resources, pay for teachers (and their training) and so much more! It will certainly go a long way in helping ensure that more students in the local areas gets the chance to attend full-time education. 


On behalf of all the Community Service team I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who took part and donated so generously. To find out more about the impact your money has on students in Cambodia please read the two case studies below.
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Leakhena is 14 years old. She has been
attending UWS Ngang Som Thom school for
the past two years, having never attended
school as a child. Instead, Leakhena worked in
the rice fields with her family and helped
around the home. She has two younger sisters
and a baby brother, and as the eldest child it
was her duty to take care of them whilst her
parents worked. When UWS Ngang Som
Thom school opened in 2014, Leakhena’s
father was chosen as a community teacher for
grade 1 to 3. Although Leakhena was unsure
about starting school, as she was worried
about the care of her younger siblings, her
father insisted that she attend. She has not
looked back since. Inspired by her example,
her two younger sisters have now enrolled to
UWS Ngang Som Thom school and are
enjoying learning the alphabet in grade 1. In
an area where young girls have a much lower
literacy rate than boys, this is a proud moment for Leakhena’s father and he hopes to have set
the precedent for future generations.
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Put Khoun Ta is a pupil at UWS Ngang Som
Thom school. He is 16 years old, but is only in
Grade 5 as he had never attended school
before 2014. He is one of four children and
the first to learn to read and write. His
brothers are currently helping his parents in
the rice fields, but he hopes they will join him
at school soon. For Put Khoun Ta, an
education gives him hope for a life outside of
farming which is increasingly under threat
from deforestation. Forests in Stung Treng
province are being replaced with rubber
plantations, from which little of the profits
reach the local communities. As the eldest in
his family, Put Khoun Ta is concerned about
the future of his family’s livelihood. He hopes
that an education will allow him to travel out
of his village and open new prospects for him.
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